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AGENDA 

 

 

1. Call to Order.  

  

2. Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

3. Roll Call.  

 

4. Certificate of Achievement Recognizing the Upper St. Clair High School Boys Baseball Team for 

their win at the Western Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic League (WPIAL) Championships. 

(Commissioner Burlingame to present) 

 

5. Certificates of Achievement and Proclamation Recognizing Upper St. Clair High School Track 

and Field Team members Holden Scwamberger, Sadie Tomczyk, Sydney Tomczyk, Jameson 

Tisdale, and Melise Rubino for their wins at the Western Pennsylvania Athletic League (WPIAL) 

Championships and the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic Association (PIAA) Championship. 

(Commissioner Graves to Present)  

 

6. Proclamation Recognizing Upper St. Clair High School Robotics Team, Tera Bridges, for their 

win at the First Tech Challenge Western Edge Premier Event Championship. (Commissioner 

Herrod to Present) 

 

7. Review of the Board of Commissioners’ Regular Meeting Minutes of June 1, 2026. (Minutes 

enclosed) 

 

8. Comments from Citizens and Taxpayers on Matters Not Included on the Agenda. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

9. None.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

10. Public Hearing Re. PLC26-0001 – St. Clair Country Club Paddle Hut – Nonresidential – 

Conditional Use Approval. (Memorandum enclosed) 

 

11. Public Hearing Re. PLC25-0003 – Thomas Property – Planned Residential Development – 

Tentative Approval. (Memorandum enclosed) 
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12. Public Hearing Re. PLC26-0003 – Dawson Property – Unified Conditional Use/Preliminary Land 

Development Approval. (Memorandum enclosed) 

 

13. Public Hearing Re. PLC26-1301 – Zoning Text Amendment to Chapter 130 of the Township 

Code Entitled “Zoning” to Add a Definition of Tobacco/Vape Shop to Section 130.3, Definitions 

and Add Tobacco/Vape Shop as a Conditional Use in the C3, Regional Shopping Center District. 

(Memorandum enclosed) 

 

14. Recommendation Re. Approval of Contracts. (Memorandum enclosed) 

 

15.  Recommendation Re. Approval for a Grant Application through the Department of Community 

and Economic Development for the Upper St. Clair Fire Station Emergency Preemption Project. 

(Memorandum and Resolution No. 1801 enclosed) 

 

16.  Other Business. 

 

17. Adjournment.  

 



















 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING MINUTES 

 

June 1, 2026 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Township of Upper St. Clair, duly 

advertised and posted in accordance with law, was called to order at 7:30 PM on Monday, June 1, 

2026, at the Township of Upper St. Clair Municipal Building, Board of Commissioners’ Meeting 

Room, Upper St. Clair, PA.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present. 

 

PRESENT: Commissioner Burlingame  President 

Commissioner Graves  Vice President 

Commissioner Herrod 

Commissioner Madden 

Commissioner Pardini 

Commissioner Plutko  

Commissioner Thomas 

 

Matthew R. Serakowski Township Manager 

Mark S. Mansfield  Assistant Township Manager  

Kristen L. Burch   Director of Finance 

Adam A. Benigni  Director of Community Development 

Irving S. Firman  Township Attorney 

Michael J. Galet, P.E.  Township Engineer 

Autumn Gibson  Recording Secretary 

 

PUBLIC:   Approximately 10 people attended.    

 

 

REVIEW OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS’ REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF 

May 4, 2026  

Commissioner Plutko moved to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of May 4, 2026. This was 

seconded by Commissioner Herrod and carried with a 7-0 voice vote.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

RECOMMENDATION RE. PLC26-9301 – AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 93 OF THE 

TOWNSHIP CODE ENTITLED “PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS” TO ADD STANDARDS 

FOR THE OPERATION OF E-BIKES AND ELECTRONICALLY MOTORIZED DEVICES 

ON TOWNSHIP PROPERTY  

Mr. Benigni stated the proposed amendment to Chapter 93 updates the Township’s regulations 

governing parks, parklets, traffic islands, and other municipally owned property by adding 

definitions and operational standards related to electric bicycles (e-bikes) and electronically 

motorized devices. The ordinance continues the general prohibition on motorized devices while 

permitting qualifying e-bikes, subject to specific safety and operational requirements, including 

pathway restrictions, a 15-mph speed limit, age and helmet requirements, and pedestrian right-of-

way provisions.  

 

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioner’s adopt Bill No. 3-26. This may be accomplished 

by a simple motion and roll call vote.  
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Commissioner Burlingame asked if there were any questions or comments from the public or the 

Board and there were none. 

 

MOTION AND VOTE TO ADOPT BILL NO. 03-26 

Commissioner Plutko moved to adopt Bill No. 03-26 Re. PLC26-9301 Amendment to 

Chapter 93 of the Township Code entitled “Parks and Playgrounds” to add Standards for the 

Operation of E-Bikes and Electronically Motorized Devices on Township Property. This was 

seconded by Commissioner Herrod and carried with a 7-0 roll call vote.  

 

NEW BUSINESS   

 

PRESENTATION RE. 2024 DEVONWOOD DRIVE TRAFFIC CALMING POLICY 

Mr. Benigni stated that at the May 4, 2026, Regular Meeting, Trans Associates presented the results 

of the Devonwood Traffic Calming Study conducted in December 2024. Following that 

presentation, the Board directed the Township Traffic Engineer to collect additional traffic data to 

determine whether the Township's Traffic Calming Policy warrants were met. 

 

Mr. Zach Stehle, Township Traffic Engineer with Trans Associates, presented the results of the 

follow-up traffic study conducted in May 2026. The study evaluated the half-mile length of 

Devonwood Drive, with new traffic data collected at four locations between Washington Road and 

Panther Pass. He reviewed the Township's Traffic Calming Policy criteria, including average daily 

traffic (ADT), 85th percentile speed, peak hour volumes, crash history, and all-way stop warrants. 

Mr. Stehle reported that only one of the four study locations exceeded the ADT threshold of 2,000 

vehicles per day, primarily due to nearby high school traffic. While peak hour volume thresholds 

were met, the 85th percentile speed criterion was not met at any location, with average speeds 

ranging from 26 to 30 mph. Crash data from January 1, 2020, through December 31, 2025, identified 

eight non-reportable crashes and no reportable crashes on Devonwood Drive. 

 

Mr. Stehle also presented the evaluation of the three unsignalized intersections on Devonwood Drive 

and concluded that traffic volumes and crash history do not warrant installation of all-way stop 

control. He recommended adding "Keep Right" signage at the median island and traffic circle and 

noted that additional street lighting could improve visibility. 

 

Although the study did not support proceeding with traffic calming measures under the Township's 

policy, Mr. Stehle identified locations where speed humps could potentially be installed in the future 

if conditions warrant. He concluded that the traffic calming criteria were not met and no further 

traffic calming improvements are recommended at this time.  Mr. Stehle concluded his presentation 

and thanked the Board. 

 

Commissioner Burlingame asked if there were any questions or comments from the public.  

 

Mr. Cliff Rowe, 2119 Blairmont Drive, stated that the speed requirements were not met, but in 

multiple locations they have met the volume requirement. According to the Township policy if speed 

and/or volume were met, then they can continue this process. However, the process was not 

continued. Mr. Rowe indicated that the same scenario occurred in 2024 and questioned why the 

process was stalled.  

 

Mr. Benigni explained that while the study area previously met the required criteria, potential traffic 

calming measures could not be accommodated due to their proximity to intersections. Based on the 
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updated traffic data, the Township will now work with the traffic engineer to develop one or more 

traffic calming plan options. A public meeting will be held to present the alternatives, followed by 

a resident survey requiring at least 60% approval before the Board considers implementation, 

potentially as part of a future street resurfacing project. 

 

In response to Commissioner Burlingame’s question, Mr. Benigni stated that there is a lengthy 

process in front of us. There are no decisions for the Board to address tonight, but potentially at a 

future meeting. 

 

Commissioner Burlingame asked if there were any additional questions or comments from the 

public.  

 

Mr. John Hagan, 2042 Hycroft Drive, asked whether uphill and downhill vehicle speeds were 

analyzed separately and inquired about maximum speeds. Mr. Stehle explained that the analysis 

includes both travel directions; however, the Township's Traffic Calming Policy is based on 85th 

percentile speeds rather than maximum speeds. 

 

Discussion ensued between Commissioner Thomas and Mr. Stehle regarding whether speeding on 

Devonwood Drive is primarily an enforcement issue rather than a traffic calming issue, as well as 

the roadway elevations used in the study. 

 

In response to Commissioner Graves’s inquiries, Mr. Stehle confirmed that the roads discussed are 

Township-owned and any recommended signage would be the Township's responsibility. Mr. 

Benigni added that staff will work with the traffic engineer to develop a detailed traffic calming 

plan, including appropriate signage. 

 

Commissioner Burlingame asked if there were any additional questions or comments from the board.  

 

Commissioner Burlingame thanked Trans Associates for the presentation and encouraged residents 

to trust the traffic calming process. 

 

Mr. Benigni summarized the presentation for the residents in attendance and stated since the roads 

met the volume criteria, the Township will start the process to create a traffic calming plan.  A public 

meeting will be held at a future date. 

 

RECOMMENDATION RE. APPROVAL OF CONTRACTS 

Mr. Benigni stated the Allegheny County Department of Emergency Services has been accumulating 

data and community input through various meetings to update the county-wide Hazard Mitigation 

Plan (HMP).  FEMA has notified Allegheny County that the HMP is Approved-Pending Adoption.  

Formal approval by the Board of Commissioners is necessary to be eligible for future aid from state 

and federal agencies in the event of a disaster.  In addition, the Township’s adoption of the plan 

assists with the Township Community Rating System (CRS) rating for the National Flood Insurance 

Program. 

 

Staff recommends that the Board of Commissioners adopt Resolution No. 1800.  This may be 

accomplished by a simple motion and roll call vote. 
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MOTION AND VOTE TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 1800    

Commissioner Herrod moved to adopt Resolution No. 1800 Recommendation Re. Allegheny 

County Hazard Mitigation Plan.  This was seconded by Commissioner Madden and carried 

with a 7-0 roll call vote.  

 

RECOMMENDATION RE. APPROVAL OF CONTRACTS 

Mr. Mansfield stated that Staff recommends the following contracts for the Board’s approval in 

accordance with Township Code. 

 

Sabre Equipment, Inc., 

Coraopolis, PA  

 

One (1) 9’ Reading Chassis II Service Body 

with Lighting Upfit 

$63,907.00 

G&G Fitness Equipment 

Williamsville, NY 

 

C&RC Fitness Equipment $85,932.15 

JB Mechanical 

Washington, PA  

 

Community & Rec Center Aquatics Ductwork 

Replacement 

$168,000.00 

 

A simple motion and voice vote will authorize these contracts. 

 

Commissioner Burlingame asked if there were any questions from the public or the board and there 

were none. 

 

MOTION AND VOTE TO APPROVE CONTRACTS    

Commissioner Thomas moved to approve the above contracts. This was seconded by 

Commissioner Graves and carried with a 7-0 voice vote.  
 

RECOMMENDATION RE. COMMUNITY & RECREATION CENTER FACILITY 

ENHANCEMENTS PHASE I – OUTDOOR AQUATICS 

Mr. Serakowski stated the Board has received several memos summarizing what was discussed at 

the Information and General Affairs meeting last week regarding the bids received for phase 1 of 

the Community & Recreation Center (C&RC) outdoor aquatics improvements and enhancements. 

 

Mr. Mark Edelmann, Architect, Weber Murphy Fox Architects, stated he had hoped to share better 

news; however, due to current market conditions, the bids came in at higher amounts than 

anticipated. Mr. Edelmann noted the following factors that contributed to the higher totals, 

including: 

 

• The low number of bids that were received 

• Rising fuel costs 

• Unexpected economic tariffs 

• Pricing uncertainties with long-term projects, including the potential of inclement weather 

over the winter season 
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Mr. Edelmann stated that the bidders submitted their forms correctly and the bids received reflect 

the current market value, noting that construction prices can change over time. The close range of 

bids suggests that rebidding may not yield better prices.  

 

Mr. Edelmann reviewed the costs associated with constructing the speed slide if it were added at a 

later time and noted the potential of additional costs and operational disruptions.  Mr. Edelmann 

discussed the option to reject all bids and to consider reestablishing a committee to evaluate a smaller 

scope of the project.  

 

Commissioner Burlingame asked if there were any questions from citizens and the board.  

 

Commissioner Thomas expressed his discomfort with current actions to move forward due to global 

uncertainty and suggested the Board defer any approvals regarding potential C&RC enhancements 

until market conditions stabilize.  

 

Commissioner Herrod suggested that the splash pad might appeal to more to families with young 

children than the speed slide would for teenagers and inquired about the economical impact of a 

smaller scale project. 

 

In response, Mr. Biswick stated that the plans focused on past survey feedback aiming to address 

increased safety and teens’ needs while prioritizing families with features like a splash pad and 

expanded lap area. Mr. Biswick noted that including options for teens is beneficial; however, 

increasing safety should be prioritized. 

 

Commissioner Graves discussed the higher than anticipated bid amounts that were received and 

inquired if the bid pricing was legitimate.  Mr. Edelmann stated that he believes the bids we received 

reflect the reality of current market conditions. 

 

Commissioner Burlingame stated that he agrees with Commissioner Thomas and would like to see 

the C&RC Implementation Advisory Committee (IAC) reestablished.  Commissioner Burlingame 

noted that since the bids have an expiration date, the committee should meet soon. Mr. Firman 

confirmed that the bids expire 60 days from May 19th when they were received, which would be 

July 19, 2026. 

 

Mr. Serakowski stated, noting the bid expiration date, that the Board could wait for the July Regular 

Meeting to take action.  In addition, he discussed the possibility of the C&RC IAC meeting again to 

bring forward a new recommendation, emphasizing the need to keep safety a top priority. Mr. 

Serakowski also stated that the Board could choose to reject the bids this evening.  

 

Mr. Firman clarified that a roll-call vote would be needed to approve or reject the bids this evening.   

 

MOTION AND VOTE TO REJECT BIDS RECEIVED FOR COMMUNITY & 

RECREATION CENTER FACILITY ENHANCEMENTS PHASE I – OUTDOOR 

AQUATICS 

Commissioner Pardini moved to reject the bids received for the Community & Recreation 

Center Facility Enhancements Phase I – Outdoor Aquatics project. This was seconded by 

Commissioner Plutko and carried with a 5-2 roll-call vote with Commissioner Graves and 

Commissioner Madden casting the negative vote.  
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Mr. Serakowski stated if the Board desires to reestablish the C&RC IAC there are two Board 

positions that need filled in the place of former Commissioner Enck, and Commissioner Burlingame 

since he is currently sitting as the Board President. Mr. Serakowski confirmed that the previously 

assigned members including Commissioner Graves, Chris Biswick, Kristen Burch, and Melissa 

Lindberg would continue to serve on the committee.   

 

Mr. Firman stated that a voice vote would be needed to reestablish the C&RC IAC and to identify 

Committee members. 

 

MOTION AND VOTE TO REESTABLISH THE COMMUNITY & RECREATION 

CENTER IMPLEMENTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE AND TO ASSIGN 

COMMISSIONER MADDEN AND COMMISSIONER HERROD AS NEW 

MEMBERS 

Commissioner Graves moved reestablish the Community & Recreation Center 

Implementation Advisory Committee and to assign Commissioner Herrod and 

Commissioner Madden as new members. This was seconded by Commissioner Thomas and 

carried with a 7-0 voice vote.  

 

RECOMMENDATION RE. AFFIRM PLANNING PRIORITIES FOR YEAR 2026-2027 

Mr. Serakowski stated the Board received a final tally sheet and the draft of the top planning 

priorities for 2026-2027 following the biennial planning priorities session held on Monday, February 

23, 2026, with the Board of Commissioners and Department Directors.  Several items including 

budgetary items, succession planning, police department items, C&RC facility enhancements phase 

1 and 2, Fire Department items and salt storage facility upgrades were collectively voted upon as 

top priorities.  Staff recommends the Board take action to affirm these priorities for the remainder 

of 2026 and 2027.  

 

MOTION AND VOTE TO AFFIRM PLANNING PRIORITIES FOR YEAR 2026-

2027 

Commissioner Graves moved to affirm the Planning Priorities for 2026-2027. This was 

seconded by Commissioner Pardini and carried with a 7-0 voice vote.   

 

Mr. Serakowksi thanked the Board and the staff that participated and stated this has been a valuable 

process that the Township performs every two years to focus on where we need to be as an 

organization. 

 

Commissioner Herrod stated it was nice to see that the Commissioners and Staff chose the same five 

priorities and ranked them similarly.  

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Commissioner Burlingame stated that a special guest is in attendance tonight and introduced Mr. 

Nicholas Wherry.  

 

Mr. Wherry stated he is a star scout right now with two wings away from becoming an Eagle Scout. 

He is in eighth grade and will be attending high school next school year. Mr. Wherry stated he 

attended the meeting tonight as a prerequisite for communications.  
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

Following a motion for adjournment by Commissioner Pardini and a second by Commissioner 

Herrod which carried with a 7-0 voice vote, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:47PM. 

 

Autumn Gibson 

Recording Secretary 

June 1, 2026 
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